CfF Meet & Greet with MEP Marisa Matias
New developments in EU research policy - The Horizon Europe program
On the 20 of May 2021, representatives of community-led initiatives from across Europe
met with Marisa Matias, a Portuguese Member of the European Parliament and Vice-Chair
of the parliamentary group The Left (GUE/NGL). MEP Matias is a rapporteur of the Industry,
Research and Energy committee (ITRE).
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The ITRE is one of the European Parliament’s 20 permanent committees. Each committee
functions like a ‘mini parliament’, where MEPs draw a position on a specific topic, which is
then submitted to the plenary for voting. ITRE is one of the most active permanent
committees of the European Parliament.
The EU budget for the 2021-27 period introduced innovations in funding for Industry,
Research and Energy. However, like in previous budgetary packages, the evaluation criteria
benefit research institutions that have a high level of international exposure, prestige and
experience in international cooperation and that were previously awarded EU funds. Still,
the new funding lines have the potential to create opportunities for Community-led
Initiatives (CLIs).
The questions posed by participants during the two Q&A periods revolved around the
opportunities offered by the new funding lines for the involvement of CLIs and solidarity
economy initiatives, as well as the promotion of decentralized and bottom-up approaches to
policy implementation.
The European Green Deal, funded by the Horizon Europe program for research and
innovation, and the Just Transition Fund, which aims to accelerate clean energy-based
technological innovation in carbon-dependent countries, is assigned to the Directorate
General responsible for Regional and Cohesion Policy.
The Horizon Europe program for research, with a total budget of €95.5 billion for 2021-27,
introduced the following innovations:
Funding lines for digital governance, culture and security, increased funding for healthcare
and the conditionality that at least 35% of the funds will be used on research directly
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related to climate change adaptation, post-carbon and sustainability transition. According
to MEP Matias, the funding lines directed towards research and digital transition offer the
most opportunities for CLIs, as their implementation happens through processes of a
participatory character, such as the Knowledge Innovation Community framework of the
European Institute of Innovation and Technology, which actively involves scientists,
businesses and civil society agents in research, innovation and knowledge dissemination. KIC
has the potential to promote a more geographically even distribution of project funds within
Europe, as well as promote the involvement of a wider diversity of civil society and business
actors in research networks. Nevertheless, there is the challenge of supporting a wider
involvement of partners outside of the EU in these networks.
The New European Bauhaus (NEB) project aims to involve communities in developing
prototypes of sustainable, inclusive and socially just human settlements for the post-covid
era. However, the communication strategy used for this project has a very elitist bias, to the
point that very few people and organizations know about it outside some select
architectural, urban and rural planning and artistic circles. It also has an urban bias, as it
favours urban spaces rather than rural communities. CLIs could have a central role in
disseminating information about NEB, mobilizing potential participants and rooting this
project in local-level participatory politics. The same for the Just Transition Fund which,
according to MEP Matias, risks becoming elitist as a result of the lack of an adequate, truly
comprehensive and wide-reaching communication campaign.
Such opportunities are not enough to change the structural dynamics that have been
contributing to climate change and biodiversity loss. According to MEP Matias, the approval
of the European Climate Law did not change the foundations of EU policy in the fields of
agriculture, forestry, mobility, and public transportation.
ECOLISE members at the Meet & Greet left with the understanding that research and digital
transition offers the most opportunities for the development of instruments with a
participatory character, as well as for public discussion and knowledge dissemination
involving scientists and CLIs. However, they also left with the awareness that industrial and
energy policies are the most permeable to lobbying by corporate interests. To counter this,
they were advised by MEP Matias to demand more accountability from their European
representatives and engage more in policy development, from the EU to the local level.
Closing
After 1 hour and 45 minutes the event was brought to a close with words of appreciation for
the rich discussion, the knowledge that was shared and the openness to listen to each
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other's arguments. Marisa Matias was especially thanked for her comprehensive
presentation and her patience in answering all the questions.
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