Meet & Greet MEP Marisa Matias - Thursday 20th of May 2021,
15:00-16:30CET

Participant’s Briefing

Marisa Matias has a Ph.D. in Sociology from the University of Coimbra, where she was a
researcher before becoming a Member of the European Parliament in 2009. She is currently
the Vice Chair of the Group THE LEFT (GUE/NGL).
Her areas of interest and work include Human Rights, environment and climate change,
public health, science, digital transition, research & development, democracy, citizenship
and gender and women’s rights. From 2010 to 2016, she was the Vice Chair of the European
Left Party. In 2016 Marisa Matias was a candidate to the presidential elections in Portugal
and had 10,12% of the votes, the best result ever achieved by a woman in this country. In
2021 she was again a candidate to the Portuguese presidential elections.
Marisa Matias is the Coordinator of ITRE Committee (Industry, Research and Energy). On
that capacity, she was rapporteur of the new legislative package of the European Institute of
Innovation and Technology (EIT) and shadow rapporteur of the Horizon Europe Programme.
In this framework, she is a rapporteur on the development of the New European Bauhaus, a
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transdisciplinary initiative within the European Green Deal that aims to promote sustainable
and socially inclusive human settlements for the post-Covid19 pandemic.

AGENDA of the Meet & Greet
● Welcome & Introductions
● How does the European Parliament influence the EU agenda in the fields of research,
innovation, industry and energy?
● Q&A
● "Euro Green deal" and the "New European Bauhaus": What opportunities does it
offer to community-led initiatives?
● Q&A
● Closing

Recent developments in policy-making in the fields of research, innovation,
industry and energy: Contribution of the European Parliament

On 16 June 2020, after several technical meetings in May and June (e.g. to discuss financial
sustainability, regional distribution, the impact of the coronavirus), the European Parliament
committee on Industry, Research and Energy (ITRE) adopted final reports on the new
funding framework for the European Institute of Innovation and Technology (EIT). The EIT
was created in 2008 in Budapest as an EU body, with the purpose of supporting economic
growth and job creation by promoting technological innovation through knowledge sharing
between higher education institutions, industry and civil society. It operates through 8
Knowledge and Innovation Communities (KICs) that address societal challenges (such as
digitalisation, urban mobility, climate change and the future of food production). Currently,
there are 1500 partners in business, education and research and more than 50 co-locations
across Europe involved in the EIT network.
The most important proposed changes are as follows:
● KICs will place much greater emphasis on environmental and climate actions,
including the EU goal for net zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2050
● During the two first years of the EU's new multiannual financial framework (starting
in January 2021), KICs will work under special terms in order to respond to the
aftermath of the Coronavirus pandemic. KICs will have more leeway in how they
spend their money and face less bureaucratic burden around grant applications.
● After these two years, multi-annual grant agreements between EIT and the KICs will
replace the annual ones, intending to reduce bureaucracy and ensure more
transparency.
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●

Several changes aim to broaden the geographical coverage of KICs, primarily to
bridge the funding gap between eastern and western EU Member States.
● Parliament asked to raise the EIT’s budget to 4% of a total Horizon Europe budget
allocation of €120 billion (in constant 2018 prices). 4% out of 120 billion equals €4.8
billion - this is much higher than the Commission's budget allocation of €3 billion (in
current prices) for the EIT.
On 10 November 2020, the European Parliament and German Presidency of the Council
reached a political agreement on the 2021-2027 MFF and new own resources. After
unlocking the agreement on rule of law conditionality, Parliament and Council, on 16 and 17
December, gave their consents to the next multiannual financial framework. In the
framework of the Horizon Europe programme, EIT will receive €2.627 billion. This equals
3.1% of the total Horizon Europe budget (€95.5 billion), but it is well below the 4% share /
€4.8 billion demanded by the European Parliament. The final texts were formally adopted by
the Parliament in its April 2021 plenary session and later adopted by the Council, before
publication in the Official Journal of the EU and their entry into force with retroactive
application from 1 January 2021.
The agreed texts now include a much greater emphasis on the environmental transition, as
requested by the European parliament, in particular the EU commitment to net zero
greenhouse gas emissions by 2050, as a potential focus for existing and new KICs. The
agreed texts emphasise the importance of geographical diversity and above all require that
the regional innovation schemes (RSIs), which will constitute 10-15% of the EIT grant budget
(2021-2027), should target countries or regions with modest or moderate innovation
capacity, as a means to bridge the innovation divide without specifically allocating funds
along geographical criteria.
This greater emphasis on climate and environmental action, which is transversal to the
new funding framework for research and technological innovation, offers Community-led
Initiatives for sustainability transition substantial opportunities for mobilizing resources. It
also offers expanded opportunities for expanding their capacity to influence social and
technological innovation by entering multi-sectoral partnerships with public and private
sector agents, as well as with academia.

Where do the opportunities lie?

Horizon Europe:
Tackling climate change and supporting the achievement of the UN’s Sustainable
Development Goals are key priorities of Horizon Europe, the EU’s key funding programme for
research and innovation, which has a budget of €95.5 billion for the 2021-2027 period.
Participation is open for legal entities from the EU and associated countries.
Mandatory open access to publications and open science principles are applied throughout
the programme.
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Mission Board proposals (Sept 2020):
● Conquering Cancer: Mission Possible Targets by 2030: more than 3 million more lives
saved, living longer and better, achieve a thorough understanding of cancer, prevent what is
preventable, optimise diagnosis and treatment, support the quality of life of all people
exposed to cancer, and ensure equitable access to the above across Europe.
● A Climate Resilient Europe - Prepare Europe for climate disruptions and accelerate the
transformation to a climate resilient and just Europe by 2030 Targets by 2030: prepare
Europe to deal with climate disruptions, accelerate the transition to a healthy and
prosperous future within safe planetary boundaries and scale up solutions for resilience that
will trigger transformations in society.
● Mission Starfish 2030: Restore our Ocean and Waters Targets by 2030: cleaning marine
and fresh waters, restoring degraded ecosystems and habitats, decarbonising the blue
economy in order to sustainably harness the essential goods and services they provide.
● 100 Climate-Neutral Cities by 2030 - by and for the citizens Targets by 2030: support,
promote and showcase 100 European cities in their systemic transformation towards climate
neutrality by 2030 and turn these cities into innovation hubs for all cities, benefiting quality
of life and sustainability in Europe.
● Caring for Soil is Caring for Life Targets by 2030: at least 75% of all soils in the EU are
healthy for food, people, nature and climate. The proposed mission combines research and
innovation, education and training, investments and the demonstration of good practices
using “Living labs” (experiments and innovation in a laboratory on the ground) and
“Lighthouses” (places to showcase good practices).
European Institute of Innovation and technology (EIT)
On 11 July 2019, the European Commission presented, In the framework of Horizon Europe,
a new legislative package on the EIT. The package consists of two proposals:
● Regulation on the European Institute of Innovation and Technology;
● Decision on the Strategic Innovation Agenda of the European Institute of Innovation
and Technology 2021-2027: Boosting the Innovation Talent and Capacity of Europe.
The Horizon Europe proposal broadly sets out the budget for the EIT as well as its rationale,
areas of intervention, lines of activity and expected synergies with other EU funding
programmes. The Commission initially proposed to allocate €3 billion (in current prices) to
the EIT over the 2021-2027 period. In the European Parliament (EP), the files were assigned
to the Committee for Industry, Research and Energy (ITRE), which appointed Marisa Matias
(GUE/NGL, Portugal) as rapporteur.
One major change that the Commission's EIT legislative package envisaged is the launching
of two new KICs. A first KIC in the field of cultural and creative sectors and industries will be
launched in 2022-2023 and a second KIC on water, marine, maritime sectors and ecosystems
will be launched in 2026. The EIT regional innovation scheme (RIS) has so far been run on a
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voluntary basis. From 2021 on, the RIS will become an integral part of the KICs' multiannual
strategy with a dedicated funding level.
European Green Deal (EGD)
The EGD is funded by Horizon Europe and the Just Transition Mechanism, which targets
support to help mobilise at least €150 billion over the period 2021-2027 for the regions,
industries and workers that will face the greatest challenges as a result of moving towards
the green economy.
The EGD provides an action plan to
● Decouple economic growth from resource use
● boost the efficient use of resources by moving to a clean, circular economy that will
become climate neutral in 2050.
● restore biodiversity and cut pollution
The European Commission proposed a European Climate Law to turn these goals into a legal
obligation.
Reaching this target will require action by all sectors of our economy, including
● investing in environmentally friendly technologies
● supporting industry to innovate
● rolling out cleaner, cheaper and healthier forms of private and public transport
● decarbonising the energy sector
● ensuring buildings are more energy efficient
● working with international partners to improve global environmental standards
New European Bauhaus (NEB)
The EGD includes the NEB, a transdisciplinary initiative aimed at promoting innovative
models for human settlements that combine social and environmental sustainability,
aesthetics and affordability/inclusiveness.
On January 18 2021, the European Commission launched the design phase of the New
European Bauhaus initiative, announced by President von der Leyen in her 2020 State of the
Union address.
The goal of this phase is to use a co-creation process to explore ideas, identifying the most
urgent needs and challenges, and to connect interested parties. As one element of the
design phase, this spring, the Commission has launched this Spring the first edition of the
New European Bauhaus prize. The deadline for applying to this year’s edition is May 31st
2021.
This design phase will lead to the opening, in autumn this year, of a call for proposals for the
next phase of the initiative – the ‘delivery' phase, in which five pilot projects will be set up to
co-design new sustainable and inclusive solutions with style. The objective of the third phase
– ‘dissemination', is to spread the ideas and concepts defining the New European Bauhaus
via new projects, networking and sharing of knowledge, in Europe and beyond.
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ECOLISE and its members on engaging with research & innovation for
sustainability transition

GEN Europe is the European network for ecovillages and sustainable communities. It is part
of the Global Ecovillage Network (GEN), a global association of people and communities
(ecovillages) dedicated to living "sustainable plus" lives by restoring the land and adding
more to the environment than is taken. Network members share ideas and information,
transfer technologies and develop cultural and educational exchanges.
Municipalities in Transition: a grassroots policy innovation that promotes collaborations
between community groups and local government. It uses systems thinking and a flexible
framework to find innovative ways to facilitate transformative change. This project is jointly
led by our member Transition Network and the Transition Hubs group. The “beta”
Municipalities in Transition System, trialled by the pilot communities in 2018-2019, shows
the key functions of Evaluation & Diagnosis; Co-design; Co-Implementation; Toolbox; and
Cultural Leverage.
Centre for Ecology, Evolution and Environmental Changes (cE3c) of the Lisbon University
Faculty of Natural Sciences (FCUL): The mission of cE3c is to produce fundamental and
applied research in Ecology, Evolution and Environmental Changes that integrates life and
climate sciences. Its research examines and integrates all levels of biological organization,
from organisms up to ecosystems, both natural and anthropogenic. Its R&D aims to develop
tools to assess and monitor impacts of global change on biodiversity, health and well-being.
Our combined expertise and unique databases constitute fundamental repositories of
knowledge for Portugal, the European Union and Portuguese-speaking countries in Africa
and South America.
Among its outcomes is The ODSlocal platform (Portuguese for SDGlocal), a tool to allow
local governments and civil society organisations to identify which of the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) are to be considered a priority at the local level, and to monitor
progress towards SDG targets by analysing indicators that have been localised according to
specific methodologies. The intention is for pathways towards SDG implementation at local
level to be transparently shared, promoting inclusive actions with greater attention on the
SDGs on which progress lags behind in each municipality. Co-creation pilot phase involved
the project partnership and several Portuguese municipalities (Bragança, Cascais, Castelo de
Vide, Coruche, Loulé, Seia and Viana do Castelo), taking place in 2018 and 2019.
ICLEI: connects ambitious local and regional governments with leading peers, national
governments, as well as the European Commission and related institutions, the United
Nations, business, academia. Represents local and regional governments in European and
global policy processes. Their involvement in the organisation of European Sustainable Cities
and Towns conferences lead to the Aalborg charter, the Aalborg Commitments and the
Basque Declaration.
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